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Gunnison River Basin

Streamflow Forecasts - January 1, 2015
Forecast Exceedance Probabilities for Risk Assessment

Chance that actual volume will exceed forecast

GUNNISON RIVER BASIN
 Forecast 

 Period 

90%

(KAF)

70%

(KAF)

50%

(KAF)
% Avg

30%

(KAF)

10%

(KAF)

30yr Avg

(KAF)

APR-JUL 67 87 103 104% 120 147 99

APR-JUL 59 73 80 96% 96 114 83

APR-JUL 102 141 170 93% 200 255 182

APR-JUL 205 295 360 97% 435 555 370

APR-JUL 16.4 26 33 110% 42 56 30

APR-JUL 7.2 12.1 16.1 107% 21 29 15

APR-JUL 35 60 80 108% 103 143 74

APR-JUL 85 109 126 102% 145 175 123

APR-JUL 395 555 680 101% 815 1040 675

MAR-JUN 34 57 75 78% 96 132 96

APR-JUL 32 56 76 78% 99 139 97

APR-JUL 138 196 240 83% 290 375 290

APR-JUL 6.2 9.7 12.5 74% 15.6 21 16.8

APR-JUL 66 86 101 100% 117 143 101

APR-JUL 76 109 134 98% 162 210 137

APR-JUL 755 1110 1380 93% 1690 2190 1480

1) 90% and 10% exceedance probabilities are actually 95% and 5%

2) Forecasts are for unimpaired flows.  Actual flow will be dependent on management of upstream reservoirs and diversions

3) Median value used in place of average

Reservoir Storage

End of December, 2014

Current

(KAF)

Last Year

(KAF)

Average

(KAF)

Capacity

(KAF)

Blue Mesa Reservoir 574.3 380.2 549.9 830.0

Crawford Reservoir 6.6 4.0 7.1 14.0

Crystal Reservoir 7.4 8.3 7.7 17.5

Fruitgrowers Reservoir 3.1 2.0 2.8 3.6

Fruitland Reservoir 0.9 0.9 1.0 9.2

Morrow Point Reservoir 111.8 107.3 111.6 121.0

Paonia Reservoir 0.6 0.3 3.5 15.4

Ridgway Reservoir                       76.4 72.6 68.8 83.0

Silverjack Reservoir 7.4 9.9 5.0 12.8

Taylor Park Reservoir 79.4 71.4 68.1 106.0

Vouga Reservoir 0.9 0.5 0.7 0.0

Basin-wide Total 868.8 657.4 826.2 1212.5

# of reservoirs 11 11 11 11

Watershed Snowpack Analysis

January 1, 2015
# of Sites % Median

Last Year

% Median

UPPER GUNNISON BASIN 10 98% 108%

SURFACE CREEK BASIN 2 74% 117%

UNCOMPAHGRE BASIN 3 100% 102%

GUNNISON RIVER BASIN 13 99% 107%

Ridgway Reservoir Inflow

Uncompahgre R at Colona 
2

Gunnison R nr Grand Junction 
2

Tomichi Ck at Gunnison

Lake Fk at Gateview

Blue Mesa Reservoir Inflow 
2

Paonia Reservoir Inflow

NF Gunnison R nr Somerset
2

Surface Ck at Cedaredge

Taylor Park Reservoir Inflow 

Slate R nr Crested Butte

East R at Almont

Gunnison R near Gunnison 
2

Tomichi Ck at Sargents

Cochetopa Ck bl Rock Ck nr Parlin


